Preface
Welcome to Acute Leukemia: An Illustrated Guide to Diagnosis and Treatment! When we started this project, we asked ourselves, "Who needs another textbook, especially one on acute leukemias?" After a bit of groaning and nihilism, we realized that our understanding of acute leukemias is a dynamic process, evolving in concert with our burgeoning ability to unravel the process of leukemogenesis at its most intimate molecular and cellular levels. This evolution has been taking place over at least six decades and has accelerated dramatically in the past 10 to 15 years of sophisticated genomic and other molecular technologies. With these technologies have come some powerful insights into how better to target and eradicate these devastating malignancies. So, in the end, we decided that the time might be right to create another textbook on the subject of acute leukemias, so long as we could develop something that embodied a novel approach to these very fascinating and challenging diseases.
However, traditional textbooks tend to be pretty dry-actually, very dry. Ac ute leukemias are anything but dry (no puns intended)! Fortunately, they lend themselves to a graphic approach, from their variegated histopathology to the depiction of new diagnostic technologies. Being able to visualize multiple intersecting molecular pathways, cellular cross-talk, and how the individual components interact provides much better understanding than a complicated text. It is so true that a picture is worth a thousand words! We certainly hope that this novel pictorial approach will afford the next generation of physicians a springboard to exert meaningful improvements for patients by exploiting cooperative cytotoxic, biologic, and immunologic treatment strategies.
While the interactive molecular and cellular components are fascinating and elegant, there is more to understanding the full impact of acute leukemias and their therapies on the host. So, in addition to the customary discussions of diagnosis, treatment, and clinical outcomes, we have included chapters on issues surrounding the epidemiology, diagnosis, treatment, and overall management in both pediatric and elderly patients; psychosexual issues that arise as a consequence of both the disease and treatment; and the complex fi eld involving the development, approval, and regulatory aspects of new treatment strategies.
Through our pictorial approach to the broad spectrum of issues surrounding the acute leukemias and their management for patients of all ages, we have tried to blend art and science to make this resource more enjoyable and memorable than the "usual and customary" textbook. Fortunately, we were able to assemble an amazing group of clinical and basic biomedical scientists with unique, long-standing expertise in each of the subjects included in this book. We have been blessed with an amazing medical illustrator, John Ott, who has turned genes and pathways into works of art. Each contributor has given us so much more than we asked for and, as a result, we have had the joy of learning a tremendous amount while putting the book together.
And so we invite you to enjoy and learn, as we did. Our hope is that this book will stimulate you to develop new and refreshing concepts that, in turn, could lead to cures and enhanced quality of life for children and adults suffering from acute leukemias.
As simply put by Frank Gehry, "Let the experience begin!"
With our gratitude and excitement, 
